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pretend to say so; for, he assured me, he not only never said I used him ill, but never thought so, and certainly I would not say so to anybody; for he was persuaded, he said, that I did neither do it on purpose to use him ill, or believe it was ill usage. I told him he did me a great deal of justice to say I did not act on purpose to affront him; but that I could not but say I thought I had used him a little too rudely, for all that; and that if he thought so too, I was very ready to take this opportunity to ask him pardon, without so much as naming the necessity I was in, on other accounts, for doing what I did.
Aunt. You were very courtly in that particular, niece; pray what did he say to it ?
Yo. Sist. He told me I had nothing to ask him pardon for; and assured me he had not been gone half an hour from me, before he was convinced of the justice of all I had said, and how much reason I had to refuse him, upon the nicety which I had refused him upon. He added, that he had a thousand times since reproached himself with the folly of his own conduct at that time, or that he could think it could recommend him to any woman of virtue and sense, to boast of having no thought or sense of religion : For, madam, says he, had you taken no notice of it, I should of necessity have concluded, in a quarter of an hour after, that you had no sense of virtue or religion yourself. Why, what if I had not? said I; I had been but the more suitable to you, and you must have liked me the better for that. He returned, No, madam, just the contrary; for, though I own I had not thought of religion myself, yet, had any woman told me so of herself, I should presently have said she was no match for a gentleman ; for no man can be so void of sense, as well as of religion, as not to know that a woman of no religion is no woman fit to make a wife of: and this,